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Jio emerged thetop bidder for the 5G spectrumauction asit
acquired 24,740 MHz spectrum worth Rs 88,078 crore, Airtel
camein asthe second-highest bidder with 19,867 MHz spectrum
worth Rs 43,084 crore. Vodafone Idea snapped up 2,668 MHz
worth Rs 18,784 crore. Adani got 400 MHz spectrumin 26 GHz
band worth Rs 212 crore.Total bids worth Rs 1,50,173 crore for
71 per cent of total 5G spectrumbid out in thislatest auction.

The Zee— Sony merger hasgot an approval fromthe Bombay
Stock Exchange and National Stock Exchange. This should pave
the way for the merger process to be completed in the next six
months. Definitely theindustry will await this devel opment.

Three consultations papers will pave the way for the next
wave of reformsin the broadcast, cable and telecom sectors. The
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India hasissued the consultation
paper on "Renewal of Multi-System Operators (MSOs)
Registration”.

Digitalization of the Indian broadcasting sector began in
year 2012 and was completed acrossthe country by March 2017.
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting (MIB) issued first of new
registrations to Multi System Operators (MSOs) during the DAS
implementation in June 2012, which became due for renewal/
extension in June 2022.The Cable Television Networks Rules,
1994, however, do not mention provision about renewal of MSO
registrations. Inview of this, the Authority hasreceived areference
from MIB seeking recommendations on the issues pertaining to
MSO renewal procedure.

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) released
guidelinesfor thetesting and certification of the conditional access
system (CAS) and the subscriber management system (SMS) for
the broadcasting sector. The release of the CASand SMStesting
procedures will bring “ more transparency” in the entire value
chain of the broadcasting sector.

DoT under the Ministry of Communications has sought views
onthe need for overhauling legal framework governing thetelecom
sector. The ministry has released a consultation paper regarding
this, which suggested the need for a new legal framework which
wasclear, exact, and in tunewith the altering occasionsand applied
sciences.

TRAI had earlier issued Consultation paper on I ssuesrelated
to New Regulatory Framework for Broadcasting and Cable
services. The authority is issuing this consultation paper for
seeking stakeholders' comments on points or issues that are
pending for full implementation of New Regulatory Framework
2020.

All of this should usher in a transparency and level playing
field for all stakeholdersin theindustry.
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